		


If you would like to participate in the application for Federal Acknowledgement of the Atakapa Ishak Nation, please forward completed forms, and supporting documents to the following address:
Atakapa Ishak Nation
P. O. Box 1532
Lake Charles, Louisiana 70601
 
Supporting documents as per the Bureau of Indian Affairs are as follows:
· 4 Copies of Your Physical Address
· 4 Copies of Official Certificates of Marriage
· 4 Copies of Official Birth Certificates or
· 4 Copies of Official Death Certificates
Send three (3) copies of all paperwork to the above address. The fourth (4) copy will be yours to keep for your records. These documents must show Atakapa lineal descent.  The entire package will be submitted to the BIA for review as a tribe and as a whole nation.  The BIA will not accept individual packages pertaining to one tribe unless you are adding to the tribal membership after Congress and the Department of the Interior have accepted and approved the tribe for federal acknowledgement.  Please make copies of the Individual History Chart and of the Ancestry Chart as you need them.
Please note: DNA cannot be submitted as document to determine your blood quantum for the Atakapa Ishak Nation.   DNA determines that you have Indian blood it does not determine the degree of blood quantum nor does it provide absolute affiliation to a tribe.
If you already belong to a tribe, you can not apply for membership to the Atakapa Ishak Nation as of May, 2012. All individuals applying for membership will need to provide a notarized document stating that you do not belong to any other tribe but the  Atakapa Ishak Tribe.

